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PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

 
This promises to be a busy summer for bat biologists in the 

SoutheastéI have never seen more ads for qualified Indiana 

bat biologists in one winter!  

Be sure to check out the SBDN website to download the 

Conservation Strategy for Rafinesqueôs Big-eared Bats and 

Southeastern Myotis. This document, produced by Mike Lacki 

and Mylea Bayless, is the result of years of collaborative work 

between SBDN members and BCI. Youôll find it under the 

Resources tab on the left side of our home page: 

www.sbdn.org. 

At the end of the summer, SBDN will sponsor its first 

ever multi-state blitz. This idea has been kicked around for 

years, and Trina Morris (Blitz Committee Chair) is making it 

happen. During the period from 4-10 September 2014, 

participants are asked to plan a 2-3 night netting effort in their 

geographic area of interest. Contact Trina 

(katrina.morris@dnr.state.ga.us) if you are interested.  We still 

hope to line up hosts for future blitzes ï the Blitz FAQs on our 

website will give you an idea of what is involved in hosting. 

This summer, the Cherokee National Forest will host a 2-night 

Bat Blitz near Ducktown, TN (see article in this newsletter); if 

you need a blitz ófixô in late July, contact Mary Miller for 

more details (mcmiller@fs.fed.us). 

The long cold winter was hard enough to bear, but the 

news about white-nose syndrome only made it seem bleaker. 

The disease was confirmed in Arkansas, Michigan, and 

Wisconsin, plus in additional counties in Alabama, Georgia, 

Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee, and South Carolina. I am still 

hearing reports about major declines in cave bat populations, 

but there are also tales of surviving bats in WNS-affected 

caves. As many of us will be working in WNS-affected areas 

this summer, I urge all to pay close attention to the 

decontamination protocols developed by the USFWS. It is also 

crucial to educate people in these areas about the significance 

of bats so they will be supportive of conservation efforts to 

protect bats and their habitats. You can find educational 

resources about WNS here: 

http://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/resources/education 

Over 100 people made it to Nacogdoches, TX (and 

learned how to spell it correctly as they plugged the name into 

their GPS units) for the 19
th
 Annual SBDN Meeting and 24

th
 

Colloquium on the Conservation of Mammals in the 

Southeastern U.S. The wintry weather tested the abilities of 

many travelers but, with technology on our side, snowbound 

presenters were still able to deliver their talks remotely. 

Important updates from the USFWS included a synopsis of the 

survey guidance for Indiana bats, information on consultations 

and the listing decision for northern long-eared bats, and status 

updates for eastern small-footed bats, little brown bats, and tri-

colored bats. Congratulations to all the student winners (Photo 

in the Meeting Section).  

Looking ahead to 2015, the SBDN meeting and Mammal 

Colloquium will be melded into a larger Joint Bat Working 

Group Meeting that will also include the Western and 

Midwest Bat Working Groups. The meeting is planned for 3-6 

March 2015 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown St. 

Louis, Missour-ah (as pronounced by co-host Sybill Amelon). 

Stay tuned to our website for more details.  

At the 2015 meeting, we plan to have working sessions to 

establish multi-scale priorities for bat conservation. Prior to 

this meeting, I encourage you to work with folks in your state 

to develop draft lists of priority species, habitats, and projects 

related to bats. In the meeting minutes in this newsletter, 

youôll find an example from the Mississippi Bat Working 

Group, who drafted such a list in January 2014. Pooling these 

priority lists, the North American Bat Conservation Alliance 

plans to develop regional, national, and international priorities 

to inform the a continent-wide strategy for bat conservation.  

NatureServe has taken on this task of developing of range-

wide conservation assessments for bats across North America 

and they are requesting contributions of information pertaining 

to historical and current distributions, populations, long-term 

and recent trends, threats, and conservation, for any and all 

North American bat species, particularly gray literature and 

significant unpublished studies. Published papers are a low 

priority (unless the journal is really obscure or not archived 

electronically). All contributions will be acknowledged in any 

published or online project outputs. Send contributions to: 

(ghammerson@natureserve.org).  I hope you will find time to 

contribute to these important bat conservation endeavors.  

Fingers crossed for a summer with few rainouts! Please 

report back in August about the craziest thing you caught in a 

net this summer! 

Joy M. OôKeefe:  joyokeefe@gmail.com  
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Southeastern Bat Diversity Network 
Executive Committee 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
February 13, 2014 

 

 

Attendees 

Executive Committee 

Joy OôKeefe, President      Steve Samoray, Member at Large 

Brian Carver, incoming President Elect    Chris Comer, 2014 SBDN/Colloquium host, guest 

Tim Carter, Treasurer     Absent - Mike Lacki, Past President 

Piper Roby, Secretary 

 

 

Action Items 
AI 1:  Carter will work with Brooke Hines to complete the write-up from the 2011 joint annual meeting.  

AI 2:  SBDN website has all programs up except 2008. Samoray will put photos and logos on site. 

AI 3:  EC votes/decisions have been organized 

into an Excel file, but OôKeefe will ask the Awards Committee to provide a list of who received awards and when, and will provide to 

Roby to complete the file. 

AI 4:  Lacki will send editorial comments on final draft of Nightwing Newsletter to both J.D. Wilhide and Vanessa Rojas. 

AI 5: Carter to provide list of meeting attendees to Sybill Amelon as the 2015 SBDN meeting organizer. 

AI 6:  OôKeefe will set a date for when the student award applications will be due each year. 

AI 7:  OôKeefe and Lacki will discuss what information to present to the membership about the Federal Advisory Committee so the 

membership can decide whether the table to committee or if someone wants to chair it. 

AI 8:  OôKeefe will follow up and discuss conducting the audit electronically. 

AI 9:  OôKeefe will follow up to get wording for awards by Awards Committee. 

AI 10:  Roby to email membership list to Chris Comer when it has been updated with 2014 registrants. 

AI 11:  Comer will build on what Carter has done in terms of boosting membership, but will continue working on this. 

AI 12:  OôKeefe will talk to Sybill Amelon about getting a proposal from her about costs for the 2015 meeting and how SBDN can 

help offset costs. 

AI 13: Lacki will create a narrative about the history of the CORA/MYAU Conservation Strategy document, who was involved, 

summary of what the document is, etc., and add it to the webpage when the .pdf version becomes available.   

AI 14: OôKeefe will send out a notice to the listserv when the electronic copy of the CORA/MYAU Conservation Strategy document 

is available. 

AI 15: Lacki will compile any documents the Federal Lands Committee has and ask the committee to get a list of federal contacts to 

send the published document to. 

AI 16: OôKeefe will ask SBDN membership to send in unpublished bat data, NatureServe will compile it, and bat experts will be 

asked to peer review the information.     

AI 17: Roby will contact Geoff Hammerson to determine how bat data submitted to NatureServe will be used so that researchers can 

inform clients when requesting the data be distributed. 

 

 

Call to Order: 8:05 am CST, President OôKeefe 

 

November 2013 Executive Committee meeting action items:  

¶ Carter and Hines-2011 joint bat meeting write-up: still pendingéstill.    

AI 1: Carter will work with Brooke Hines to complete the write-up from the 2011 joint annual meeting.  

¶ AI 2: SBDN website has all programs up except 2008. Samoray will put photos and logos on site. 

¶ AI 3: EC votes/decisions have been organized into an Excel file, but OôKeefe will ask the Awards Committee to provide a list of 

who received awards and when, and will provide to Roby to complete the file. 

¶ Vanessa Rojas helped J.D. Wilhide some on the most recent Nightwing Newsletter (Dec. 2013).  The editing process has not been 

solidified. AI 4: Lacki will send editorial comments on final draft of Nightwing Newsletter to both J.D. Wilhide and Vanessa 

Executive Committee Meeting 
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Rojas.  Carter provide list of attendees to Membership Committee ï done.  Follow up ï AI 5: Carter provide list of meeting 

attendees to Sybill Amelon as the 2015 SBDN meeting organizer.  OôKeefe talked to Steve Burnett but there is no date set yet for 

announcement of student awards applications.  Want award to coincide with NASBR so possibility of making applications due in 

July and possibly send out an announcement in April.  AI 6: OôKeefe will set a date for when the student award applications will 

be due each year.  

¶ AI 7: OôKeefe and Lacki will discuss what information to present to the membership about the Federal Advisory Committee so 

the membership can decide whether to table to committee or if someone wants to chair it. 

¶ Treasurerôs report went into the last Nightwing Newsletter and template is now set ï done 

¶ Tom Risch is still doing the audit. AI 8: OôKeefe will follow up and discuss conducting the audit electronically. 

¶ Awards Committee working on determining criteria for awards. AI 9: OôKeefe will follow up to get wording for awards by 

Awards Committee. 

¶ Samoray and Trina Morris update bat blitz data ï done 

¶ OôKeefe create protocol for dealing with SBDNôs position on issues ï done 

¶ BCI help with Lackiôs travel to SBDN 2014 ï done 

¶ SBDN provide funding for printing Raf bat and SE Myotis publication ï done 

¶ Comer get list together for SBDN speakers ï done 

¶ OôKeefe discuss 2015 joint meeting with Sybill Amelon ï done 

 

 

February 2014 Executive Committee meeting action items: 

¶ Committee Reports:  

 

-Membership Committee: Steven Castleberry has drafted a questionnaire to go to members and non-members: 25 questions such as 

why do they come to the meeting, barriers to attending, do you know people who might be interested in coming.  Carter did this many 

years ago and the #1 response was there are so many memberships to choose from and they didnôt choose this one.  AI 10: Roby will 

email membership list to Chris Comer when it has been updated with 2014 registrants.  Carver sent a list of university department 

heads; Comer contacted them, and got some good response.  AI 11: Comer will build on what Carter has done in terms of boosting 

membership, but will continue working on this.   

 

-Website Committee: Each committee is updating their own section and Samoray will do an overall check.  Website is backed up in 

two locations.  Samoray and Aleida are working together on the website. 

 

-WNS Committee:  Group was represented at the Boise meeting.  Committee member Gabrielle Graeter is participating in monthly 

conference calls of WNS updates.  If she is not available, she will tell Luke Dodd so at least someone from the committee can be 

present.  The group is trying to get a poster together for the SEAFWA meeting in Destin, Florida, in October 2014, but there has not 

been much progress on determining if WNS protocols are effective by polling state agencies.  Currently looking for additional people 

to provide data.  Would like collaboration between BCI and SBDN to gather WNS info and Katie Gillies at BCI may be a good person 

to collaborate with. 

 

-Database Committee: Dissolved since the database got handed over to USGS 

 

-Bat Blitz Committee: Oklahoma blitz at the Ozark Plateau National Wildlife Refuge from 28 July ï 1 Aug, 2013 was very successful. 

Á 100 participants from 18 states 

Á 28 sites were sampled during the blitz 

Á 735 bats of 9 different species were captured during the event, including federally endangered Ozark big-eared bats and gray 

bats 

 

In 2014, SBDN is going to sponsor a multi-state blitz to be held for at least 2 nights from September 4 ï 10.  The committee has 

developed guidelines on how to conduct the blitz to be handed out to the state agencies.  SBDN blitz funds are not being used to 

assist agencies hosting blitzes, but SBDN can help with logistics. In 2015, there are 3 potential hosts: Shenandoah National Park 

in VA, Palmetto Bluff Conservancy in SC, and USFS in Louisiana. 

 

¶ Treasurerôs Report: There is a decent amount of money in the general account.  Dues are a major source of our income.  Taxes are 

a major withdraw.  As of the Feb 2014 meeting, there were 125 paid members and 540 on mailing list.  $3500 came in for this 

meeting; $3500 went out for bills, etc.  Because the 2015 joint meeting will be more expensive, talk to Sybill about offsetting costs 
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for students.  SBDN can provide some support from surplus meeting funds, plus perhaps other working groups can also contribute. 

Carter will give some advice to Sybill regarding running a large joint meeting.  AI 12 ï OôKeefe will talk to Sybill Amelon about 

getting a proposal from her about costs for the 2015 meeting and how SBDN can help offset costs. 

Carter gave 2
nd

 credit card to Chris Comer to make purchases for the 2014 meeting; process still needs to be refined, but worked 

ok.  

Carter will not run for Treasurer again after fulfilling the remaining 3 years, so the EC needs to start thinking about who would be 

good and who would have the time.  This position requires a lot of time and dedication.   

Full financial report will be included in the Nightwing Newsletter. 

 

¶ CORA/MYAU document: completed and available at meeting.  A .pdf version will be available online at some point, but 

distribution of hard copies should be prioritized to land managers.  AI 13 ï Lacki will create a narrative about the history of the 

CORA/MYAU Conservation Strategy document, who was involved, summary of what the document is, etc., and add it to the 

webpage where the .pdf version will be available.  AI 14 ï OôKeefe will send out a notice to the listserv when the electronic copy 

of the CORA/MYAU Conservation Strategy document is available. 

¶ Federal Lands Committee: the group was initiated by Lacki when land managers were concerned about clearing Raf bat roost trees.  

The CORA/MYAU document addresses this to some extent to help land managers.  There is no current chair and no directive. 

Lacki will give an update to the committee before it is dissolved.  AI 15 ï Lacki will compile any documents the Federal Lands 

Committee has and ask the committee to get a list of federal contacts to send the published document to. 

 

 

New Business 

 

-2015 Joint Meeting in St. Louis, MO: 3 ï 6 March 2015.  Meeting will be in the Crown Plaza Hotel ($100/room).  People assisting 

Sybill Amelon include Angie McIntire, Rob Mies, Katie Gillies BCI, Brianne Walters at ISU, Joy OôKeefe, Clarissa Starbuck, and 

Katherine Womack.  BCI has held big meetings before so Katie Gillies can likely help with hotel logistics, etc.  The meeting will 

include individual working group meetings (instead of species talks, may have bat habitat specialist meetings like crevice bat meeting, 

cave obligate bat meetings, etc.), separate times for each region groupôs business meetings, plus a plenary session for all.  Concept of 

this meeting is to be an actual working group, not just presentations.  From Rob Mies ï motivation for pulling together all these 

groups: NABCA which is a federation of bat groups across North America, similar to RELCOM in South America.  Rob and Mylea 

Bayless are getting a questionnaire together to find out how each working group functions to understand how groups will work with 

NABCA.  Need to get conservation goals for each state or region. For example, MS has a priority list that could guide other states in 

developing their own lists: 

Priority species and priority habitats: 

Á Rafinesqueôs big-eared bats and southeastern myotis, bottomland hardwood forests and the preservation of roost trees 

Á Northern yellow bat in south Mississippi 

Á Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats ï extent of distribution in the state 

Á Caves (southeastern myotis, tri-colored bats) 

Á Artificial roosts with significant use (i.e. maternal colonies, large winter roosts) 

Priority projects:   

Á Determine the effects of winter burns in pine forests on bats 

Á Conduct surveys in the northern part of the state for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats 

Á Consolidate existing population data 

Á Continued work on artificial roost and existing roost (Seismography building) on University of Mississippi property.  

(Current project measuring conditions inside both structures, among other things.) 

Á In general, what is the extent of bat use in the state outside of the breeding season and how does that fit into the overall 

conservation of the various species 

o We know many winter roosts for tri-colored bats, where are they the rest of the year?  What percentage of our winter 

population is migratory? 

o Increase mist-netting effort during migration periods. 

o What does this mean in the face of WNS? 
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-NatureServe is requesting bat data with regards to ñhistorical and current distribution, populations, long-term and recent trends, 

threats, and conservationéparticularly gray literature and significant unpublished studieséAll contributions will be acknowledged in 

any published or online project outputs following standard professional protocols.ò  AI 16 ï OôKeefe will ask SBDN membership to 

send in unpublished bat data, NatureServe will compile it, and bat experts will be asked to peer review the information.  AI 17 ï Roby 

will contact Geoff Hammerson to determine how bat data submitted to NatureServe will be used so that researchers can inform clients 

when requesting the data be distributed. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Carver, seconded by Carter: passed unanimously 

9:35am adjournment 

 

 

Summary of Business Meeting (details on committees above) 

1:00pm CST ï call to order by OôKeefe 

Welcome ï Chris Comer 

 

Membership Committee ï Comer: Questionnaire will be sent out in a few weeks 

 

Awards Committee ï OôKeefe for Steve Burnett: Developed ad hoc wording for the achievement award last year.  The Student Award 

will be given to a student for travel money to NASBR.    

 

Blitz Committee ï Trina Morris: Full report on OK blitz on the SBDN website.  2014 multi-state blitz.  Of the 3 possible 2015 hosts, 

Shenandoah is out.  SBDN can help with funding and the guidelines for how to run a blitz are solid and there are lots of people with 

experience to help. Please contact Trina at katrina.morris@dnr.state.ga.us if you might want to host a blitz.  

 

Newsletter Committee ï J. D. Wilhide: Apology for not getting newsletter out in June (came out in July).  Vanessa Rojas is now 

helping.  We are moving the publish date to April instead of June.  Need to work out some logistics with OôKeefe.  Vanessa helped 

immensely with Dec. issue.  Some states are not submitting data.  Some states always provide great data.  Doesnôt have to be only 

bats, can submit other mammal data. 

 

WNS Committee ï Luke Dodd: 2nd year as chair. 6 members.  Would like to get a couple of new people.  Katie Gillies is going to 

join and Brian Carver is going to step off the committee so need to replace him.  Membership at multiple nationwide meetings and 

participated in the monthly conference calls.  Website updated (thanks Steve Samoray).  In 2012, helped BCI get mortality estimates 

in hibernacula for a poster for the SEAFWA meeting. Want to go back to that approach so will be contacting states to get hibernacula 

counts for 2014 to compare to 2012 data.  Various state agencies will be solicited for these data.  Katie says singular effort so far and 

this will get a collaborative effort to form a cohesive picture of whatôs going on.  Want committee member to go to SEAFWA meeting 

to present poster. 

 

Website Committee ï Steve Samoray and the webmaster are the only members.  Committee leaders should give Samoray updates for 

the website.  If anyone wants to have something posted to the Facebook page, email one of the EC members and (s) he will add it.  If 

anyone has theses or dissertations, email them to Samoray to add to the library page. 

 

Federal Lands ï Mike Lacki: Committee formed for SBDN to help Noxubee NWR regarding protection of Raf bat roost trees.  Some 

of the original issues have died down, so now we need to decide to disband committee or re-evaluate to see if worth keeping.  

Committee will disseminate materials we have to southeast managers but then what?  Plan as we move forward is to be more proactive 

in issues, which if true, shouldnôt disband committee.  No chair as of now.   

 

Treasurer report ï Tim Carter: SBDN acts as a bank for activities, like annual meeting, blitzes, etc.  Made $61 in 7 years on $10,000 

CD, so not a very productive investment. 

 

2016 meeting ï Brian Carver: Need someone to volunteer to run a meeting, preferably in states we havenôt been to for a while (e.g., 

AL, GA).  If you are interested in hosting or know someone who should, get in touch with Brian. The Treasurer (Tim Carter) can help 

the host with purchases, contracts, etc.  Information about hosting a SBDN meeting and Mammal Colloquium is on our website under 

Resources tab on the left. 

 

OôKeefe ï Would like SBDN to act as a working group to determine priorities for bat conservation. This would support the initiative 

of the North American Bat Conservation Alliance (a NA model based on RELCOM in Central and South America). Other states 

should follow Mississippiôs lead in making a list of priority species, habitats, and projects (see example above in EC meeting notes). 

Bring priorities to next yearôs joint meeting and then compare to what other groups come up with, i.e., West and Midwest. 
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NatureServe - OôKeefe: See description of request in EC meeting notes above. NatureServe is looking for unpublished bat data.  Trina 

Morris suggests that folks donôt bypass state heritage commissions; make sure you provide data to them and NatureServe. 

 

Lifetime achievement award ï OôKeefe: presented to Susan Loeb on 14 February 2014. 

 

Other business: Chester Martin asked if we can supply an official statement to a paper company that says they donôt harm animals in 

any way.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From Left to Right: 

 

Mike Lacki ï Past President 

Brian Carver ï incoming President Elect 

Steve Samoray ï Member at Large 

Tim Carter ï Treasurer (for Life) 

Piper Roby ï Secretary 

Joy OôKeefe - President 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 

President:  
Joy O'Keefe -  

Assistant Professor 

Department of Biology 

Indiana State University 

600 Chestnut Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47809 

(812)2373-4520 

joyokeefe@gmail.com 

 

 

President Elect:  
Brain Carver 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

Tennessee Technological University 

(931) 372-3127 

bcarver@tntech.edu  

 

 

Past President: 
Mike Lacki - Professor 

Department of Forestry 

University of Kentucky 

Lexington, KY 40546-0073 

(859) 257-8571 

mlacki@uky.edu  

 

 

Treasurer:  
Timothy Carter - Assist. Professor 

Department of Biology  

Ball State University  

Muncie, IN 47306-0440  

Office: 765.285.8842  

tccarter@bsu.edu  

 

 

Secretary:  
Piper Roby - Wildlife Biologist  

Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc.  

PO Box 73  

Paint Lick, KY 40461  

(859) 925-9012  

plroby@copperheadconsulting.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member at Large: 

Steve Samoray - Biologist  

Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc.  

11641 Richmond Rd.  

PO Box 73  

Paint Lick, KY 40461  

(615) 542-1000  

ssamoray@copperheadconsulting.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest: 

Chris Comer - 2014 SBDN/Colloquium Host 

Associate Professor of Forest Wildlife Management 

Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture 

Stephen F. Austin State University 

Box 6109 SFA Station 

Nacogdoches, TX  75962 

(936) 468-2317 

comerce@sfasu.edu  

 

 

 

Contact Information for Executive Committee 
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mailto:mlacki@uky.edu
mailto:tccarter@bsu.edu
mailto:plroby@copperheadconsulting.com
mailto:ssamoray@copperheadconsulting.com
mailto:comerce@sfasu.edu
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WHITE-NOSE COMMITTEE 

 

Summary of the Standing WNS Committeeôs Activities from Feb 2013 ï Feb 2014 

Prepared by Luke Dodd, Committee Chair 

 

¶ Misc Representation 

o At least one committee member (Evan Pankuk) attended the 2013 WNS Symposium in Boise, ID, September 3-6
th
, 

2013.  

o Gabrielle Graeter has continued to participate in bi-weekly conference calls held across agencies that relates to WNS 

management.  Joy OôKeefe participates in stakeholder conference calls as a rep with the Center for Bat Research, 

Outreach, and Conservation. 

 

¶ Discussion & Progress Since SBDN Meeting in 2013 

o Evan Pankuk approached committee about the potential of having a poster presentation at the 2013 WNS 

Symposium. This poster would build upon the data collated (across southeastern states) and presented by BCI and 

SBDN at the last meeting of the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies in 2012. Time constraints 

prohibited the preparation of this poster for the WNS Symposium. Even so, continued discussion between Dodd and 

Evan Pankuk suggests that a poster with updated data will be prepared. Dodd has followed up with Katie Gillies of 

BCI about this continued collaborative effort. See below for more details. 

o Luke Dodd and Evan Pankuk revised the materials provided on the WNS portion of the SBDN webpage. Materials 

include an indication of committee composition, as suggested by Joy OôKeefe. Materials were incorporated into the 

webpage by Samoray. 

 

¶ Future Directions (Presented to SBDN Body at 2014 Meeting; Ongoing Effort Since Then) 

o Collaboration between SBDN & BCI.  

Á Will continue to consolidate state-to-state mortality estimates for bat populations impacted by WNS. Gillies 

is unaware of any other such collaborative efforts.  

Á Stepping stone towards a larger goal? 

Á Luke Dodd & Gabrielle Gillies can/will spearhead data collation & poster development? 

Á State involvement will be a necessity! 

Á Framework for SEAFWA poster exists; anyone attending 2014 meeting in FL?  

 

 

 

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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BAT BLITZ COMMITTEE  
Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Katrina Morris (Chair) Georgia DNR Katrina.morris@dnr.state.ga.us   

Tim Carter Ball State University tccarter@bsu.edu 

Dennis Krusac US Forest Service dkrusac@fs.fed.us 

Bree McMurray MO DOT mobatgirl1@yahoo.com 

Joy OôKeefe Indiana State University joyokeefe@gmail.com 

Michael Whitby USACOE michael.whitby@gmail.com 

Gary Libby Skybax Ecological Services, LLC garylibby@windstream.net 

Jason Robinson Biological Systems Consultants, Inc jason@biologicalsystemsconsultants.com 

   
AWARDS COMMITTEE  

Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Steven Burnett (Chair) Clayton College & State University StephenBurnett@mail.clayton.edu  

Membership pending  l 

   
MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE  

Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Steven Castleberry (co-chair) University of Georgia  scastle@warnell.uga.edu  

Chris Corner (co-chair) Stephen F. Austin State University comerce@sfasu.edu 

Steve Thomas   

Blake Sasse Arkansas Game and Fish Commission dbsasse@agfc.state.ar.us 

Vanessa Rojas Indiana State University vanessaxrojas@gmail.com  

   
BAT DATABASE  

Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Eric Britzke  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Eric.R.Britzke@usace.army.mil 
Susan Loeb Clemson University sloeb@clemson.edu or 

sloeb@fs.fed.us 
   

SOUTHEASTERN BAT COORDINATOR POSITION  
Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Bree McMurray (Chair) Missouri Dept. of Transportation bree.mcmurray@modot.mo.gov  

Joy OôKeefe Indiana State University jokeefe@gmail.com 

   
WHITE -NOSE SYNDROME COMMIT TEE 

Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Luke Dodd (Chair) University of Kentucky luke.dodd@uky.edu  

Katie Gillies Bat Conservation International kgillies@batcon.org  

Gabrielle Graeter  gabrielle.graeter@wildlife.org  

Tom Risch Arkansas State University trisch@astate.edu  

Piper Roby Copperhead Consulting plroby@copperheadconsulting.com  

   
BYLAWS COMMITTEE  

Member Affiliation  E-Mail  

Nikki Castleberry Georgia Dept. Natural Resources Nikki.castleberry@dnr.state.ga.us  

Tim Carter Ball State University tccarter@bsu.edu  
Brian Carver  bcarver@fhu.edu  

   
 
 

  

Contact Information for Committees 
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The 19
th
 Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network  

and  

The 24
th
 Annual Meeting of the Colloquium on Conservation of Mammals in the Southeastern 

United States 
 

 

 
 

 

Stephen F. Austin State University 

Nacogdoches, Texas 

February 13-14, 2014 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
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Local Committee: (LtoR):   

Scott Bosworth, Chris Comer, Carla Weinkauf, Rain Ketzler, Warren Conway, Stephen McDowell 
 

 
 

The Baker Patillo Student Center provided a wonderful location with spacious facilities. 
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SBDN Business Meeting  

Regentôs Suite A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session in the  

Twilight Ballroom. 

 

 

Really a great space. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentineôs Day lunch in the 

Twilight Ballroom 
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Chad R. Williamson (Left) (Best Overall Student Paper), Ball State University 
Survival and cause-specific mortality of white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) fawns in urban and 
rural areas. with Timothy C. Carter and Chad M. Stewart. 
 
Vanessa Rojas (Center) (Best Student Poster), Indiana State University 
Taking attendance for bats: Who's out there? 
with Joy M. O'Keefe 
 
Scott M. Bergeson (Right) (Best Student Bat Paper), Indiana State University 
Male Indiana bat roost selection in a managed forest. 
with Joy M. O'Keefe 
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Dr. Susan Loeb 

2014 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner 
 

 

Dr. Loebôs nomination letter: 
 

Dear SBDN Awards Committee, 

 

We are writing to nominate Dr. Susan C. Loeb for the Southeastern Bat Diversity Networkôs Lifetime 

Achievement Award. We all know Dr. Loeb as a dependable and steadfast scientist who might be overlooked at 

times because she works outside of the spotlight. However, we feel that her outstanding accomplishments to 

date merit recognition by SBDN.  

 

Dr. Loeb has been working in the Southeast since 1988, when she first took a research position with the U.S. 

Forest Service, Southern Research Station (SRS) at Clemson University in South Carolina. Dr. Loebôs first 11 

years with the Forest Service were focused on non-volant small mammals other than bats, though she did quite 

a bit of work on southern flying squirrels. In 1999, responding to a directive from SRS, Dr. Loeb began to 

develop a research program on bats so SRS could provide sound scientific information to resource managers 

and policy makers. Being a diligent researcher, Dr. Loeb approached this directive by first conducting a 

thorough literature review to find the gaps in our knowledge for bats in the South. Having found some 

significant gaps, Dr. Loeb then devoted the next 14 years of her life to answering questions about bat ecology 

and conservation, as well as identifying best practices for the study of bats. In this time, Dr. Loeb has made 

many important contributions through deliberate research on several topics.  

 

Since 1999, Dr. Loeb has been involved in several projects on the Indiana bat, ranging from understanding the 

speciesô roost ecology to assessing the effects of climate change on the future distribution of the species. She 


