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More than 100 bat biologists, researchers, managers and students converged at Fort Mountain State Park July 25th – July 29th, 2010 for the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network’s 9th Annual Bat Blitz.  These volunteers represented 34 agencies, corporations, universities and organizations and traveled from 19 states including Oregon, Indiana, Illinois, Texas, Michigan, and Wisconsin.  They volunteered their time and shared survey equipment to conduct a landscape-scale survey for bats in the Chattahoochee National Forest and adjacent state and federal lands including Carters Lake (USACE), and Fort Mountain State Park.  

Accomplishments

During three nights of sampling, the volunteers surveyed 34 sites and captured 292 bats representing 9 species.  These included 89 northern long-eared bats (Myotis septentrionalis), 41 big brown bats (Eptesicus fuscus), 73 red bats (Lasiurus borealis), 9 little brown bats (M. lucifugus), 65 tri-colored bats (Perimyotis subflavus), 7 evening bats (Nycticeius humeralis), 1 hoary bat (L. cinereus), 5 small-footed myotis (M. leibii- state species of concern), and 2 gray bats (M. grisescens- Federally Endangered).  This capture represents a new county record for gray bats in Georgia.

Genetics samples were taken from 146 bats for the American Museum of Natural History and fecal samples were collected for dietary analysis.  Occurrence data will be used to make informed management decisions and provide baseline data in the face of White-nose Syndrome.

Survey Sites and Process

Close to 100 survey sites were pre-selected and approximately 50 were mapped prior to arrival of participants.  These were located in Gilmer, Fannin, and Murray Counties in Georgia.  Sites were selected in known or suspected bat roosting, foraging and travel corridors, most often near water.  Bats were captured using mist nets.  Data collected on each bat included species, sex, age, weight and selected measurements as well as an assessment of reproductive condition. All bats were released after data were recorded.  During the bat blitz, strict decontamination protocols were followed to prevent the possible spread of White Nose Syndrome (WNS).  None of the bats captured exhibited signs of WNS.

Organization and Implementation

The Blitz was organized by a local committee of Trina Morris and Nikki Castleberry of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and Ruth Stokes of the Chattahoochee/ Oconee National Forest.  Two additional USFS employees assisted with registration and communications.  Because the Blitz involved 76 registrants and 12 teams per night, local guides from both the USFS and GADNR were provided to ensure teams found their sites safely and could communicate effectively with Blitz headquarters.  The event was promoted to potential registrants via conferences and several bat websites, including the SBDN website, 2009 and 2010 annual meetings of the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network, the 2009 North American Symposium on Bat Research, and the 2009 SBDN Bat Blitz.

Matching Contributions

Seventy six volunteers registered for the event with an additional 12 GADNR and 13 USFS local guides and Blitz overhead team members.  The volunteers all reported for duty at 1700 hours and often worked until 0200 - 0300 the next morning.   In addition, many made daily scouting trips to assess sites.  Assuming a very conservative effort of five 8-hour days for each of 101 volunteer participants, a total value of $145,000 of labor was donated.  The total value of vehicle use and mileage contributed by agencies and corporations (not reimbursed by partners) is estimated to be $17,000.

The Forest Service monetary investment of $20,000 and Georgia DNR monetary investment of $5,000 were supplemented by an additional $6600 in partner cash and materials/equipment donations.  The monetary investment does not include an investment of staff time for planning and preparation.  The values estimated for volunteers are for labor alone, and do not include the value of equipment used.
  

Many attributes of the event are intangible yet invaluable, such as employee and professional training and networking, student mentoring, technology transfer, and positive publicity for the agencies.  

Registrant Representation

Federal Agencies
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Office of Surface Mining

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Bureau of Land Management

State Agencies (3)



GA Dept. of Natural Resources


Walden's Puddle WRC

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

Universities (14)


University of Georgia

North Georgia College and State University

Ball State University


Seminole State University

University of Tennessee

Lander University

CNU

University of Michigan- Flint

Mississippi State University

Florida Gulf Coast University

Furman University

Binghamton University

MO SU

University of Wisconsin

University of Florida

Other (11)
NC Museum of Natural Sciences

Bat Conservation Int'l

Weyerhauser Inc.

Jacksonville Zoo

GA Bat Working Group

Moonlight Environmental Consulting

Skybax Ecological Services,LLC

Eco-Tech Consultants, Inc.

Eco-South, Inc.

Wildland Mgmt Services, LLC

A-Z Animals

	MAJOR SPONSORS
	CONTRIBUTION
	VALUE ($)

	Southeastern Bat Diversity Network
	Salary*
	

	US Forest Service, Chattahoochee National Forest   
	Funding, Salary*
	$20,000

	Georgia Department of Natural Resources
	Funding, Salary*
	$5,000

	TERN
	Funding
	$2,200

	US Army Corps. of Engineers
	Equipment, Salary*
	$2,000

	Bat Conservation International
	Equipment, Salary*
	$1,000

	Weyerhauser
	Equipment, Salary*
	$500

	Georgia Power
	Funding
	$500

	UGA Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society
	Funding
	$150

	ABAC Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society
	Funding
	$100

	Georgia State Chapter of the Wildlife Society
	Funding
	$100

	UGA Museum of Natural History
	Supplies
	$100

	Eco-Tech Environmental Consulting
	Salary*
	


*Cost of salary was not estimated.

Public Information

Prior to the event, information about the Blitz and about bats was distributed to a media advisory list by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service, Public Affairs Departments.  The Bat Blitz Education Night was held on Sunday, July 25th.  Around 100 people attended the event, traveling from across Georgia.  The event included informational tables, presentations, activities and demonstrations.  Exhibitors at the event included USFS, GA DNR, Bat Conservation International, Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Habitat for Bats and others.  Vicky Smith from A-Z animals gave a general bat presentation.  Darren Miller, SBDN President gave a presentation on the Bats of Georgia.  Linda May, GA DNR Environmental Outreach Coordinator, did an echolocation activity.  Trina Morris, GA DNR Wildlife Biologist did a mist netting and Anabat demonstration.  

Links to 2010 Bat Blitz in the press

http://daltondailycitizen.com/local/x1703952941/Bat-Blitz-coming-to-Chatsworth 

http://www.ammoland.com/2010/07/05/wild-bat-blitz-coming/ 

http://georgiawildlife.com/node/2168 

http://atlanta.daybooknetwork.com/story/2010/07/14/33399bat-blitz.shtml 

http://gastateparks.org/net/calendar/details.aspx?s=176779.0.0.5&c=4083252 

http://adventuresinconservationpr.wordpress.com/2010/07/29/bat-blitz-2010/ 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=117465771603593&ref=mf 

http://daltondailycitizen.com/local/x1255111681/Bat-blitz-seeks-to-strip-away-myths 

http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/jul/23/bat-blitz-at-fort-mountain/ 

http://eeingeorgia.org/net/calendar/details.aspx?s=89532.0.0.4863&c=3287490 

http://www.downtownchatsworth.com/bat-blitz-fort-mountain/ 

http://dailyme.com/story/2010072700000569/bat-blitz-seeks-strip-myths-researchers.html 

http://coosavalleynews.com/np86114.htm 

http://www.americantowns.com/ga/dalton/news/bat-blitz-seeks-to-strip-away-myths-408927 

http://www.41nbc.com/blog/100722767923/bats-galore 

http://dailyme.com/story/2010072300001108/brief-bat-blitz-fort-mountain.htm
Planning Committee Members

Trina Morris, GA DNR, Chair

Nikki Castleberry, GA DNR, Co-Chair

Ruth Stokes, USFS

Dennis Krusac, USFS

Jim Ozier, GA DNR

Cindy Wentworth, USFS

�   For 12 team leaders, a GS 12 Step 1 daily rate was assumed for a total value of approximately $20,000.  For remaining participants, most professional biologists, a GS 11 Step 1 daily rate was assumed for a total of $125,000.  This excludes the potential value of overtime rate earned.  For travel costs donated by agencies and corporations, a conservative estimate is 350 miles for 100 registrants, at a current rate of 48.5 cents per mile, for a total of $17,000.  


�  The value of donated equipment is significant.  Although mist nets were purchased or donated, team leaders provided other netting equipment.   Net sets, including poles and ropes average $50.  Sets that utilize stacked nets (two-three nets high with 20-30 foot high poles and pulley sets, rebar and guy ropes) are much more costly.   The cost of acoustical sampling equipment and software is also significant.








