SBDN/NEBWG BAT CAPTURE DATABASE


The SBDN/NEBWG Bat Capture Database is a Microsoft Access database that was created to serve as the main storage center for all bat capture and count data collected in the eastern US.  These instructions are not intended to teach the user how to use Microsoft Access, but rather to explain the individual forms and tables within the Bat Capture Database.  Many fields in the database are self-explanatory.  However, descriptions of each field are presented below.
The database includes most of the data commonly collected by bat biologists.  If you encounter a field that asks for data that you did not collect, simply leave it blank.  For example, if you do not band bats, simply leave all of the columns dealing with banding in the BAT DATA table empty.  Once data are entered into a table, close the table before entering data into the next table.  A flowchart of the order in which tables should be filled out when using this Database is presented below.

ENTER ORIGINAL SOURCE DATA

This form should ONLY be used when the original source of data is different than the current contact person (i.e. historical records held by someone who didn’t collect the data).  Otherwise, don’t open this form.

ENTER CONTACT DATA

This form details the person who currently holds the data and should be contacted if more information is needed.  Each person only needs to be entered once.
A.  For use when bats are individually measured and handled.    
1.  ENTER SITE DATA
This form describes the capture location. Each particular site needs to be entered only one time.

2.  ENTER VISIT DATA

This form describes capture methods at a particular site.  It needs to be filled out for each date at each site.

3.  ENTER BAT DATA

This form is used when data are collected on individual bats.  It needs to be filled out once for each individual.

B.  For use when groups of bats are observed, but not measured or banded.       

1.  ENTER GROUP BAT DATA LOCATIONS

This form provides site information on sites at which groups of bats were observed, but were not banded and individual data were not collected.

2.  ENTER GROUP BAT DATA
This form should be used to list groups of bats observed that were not banded and individual data were not collected.  It is meant to record total number of bats observed during a single visit.  Examples include exit counts, hibernacula counts, and bridge surveys.  Enter data on the site in the Group Bat Data Locations table before entering data in this table.    

MAIN MENU OPTIONS
Description of Database Forms
ENTER ORIGINAL SOURCE DATA

Original Source ID: this field will automatically be filled in with the next available number.
Organization:   Pick your organization from the drop down box.  If it isn’t listed, simply enter it in the box.  Please use one entry per organization (ie. don’t enter NJ Fish and Wildlife, New Jersey Fish and Wildlife, and NJDFW…)

Fill in all available contact information for the person who originally collected the data.
ENTER CONTACT DATA

Organization:   Pick your organization from the drop down box.  If it isn’t listed, simply enter it in the box.  Please use one entry per organization (ie. don’t enter NJ Fish and Wildlife, New Jersey Fish and Wildlife, and NJDFW…)

Fill in all available contact information for the person to contact if there are questions.  
ENTER SITE DATA

Site Name: Enter a name for the site (an individual site is determined by its lat/long coordinates).  Please be consistent with site names—i.e., don’t create multiple names for the same site location.  Try to use names that are distinctive for the site (i.e., Nantahala ERB 1).   
State: Please use the two letter postal abbreviation for all states.

County and Quad Name: Use the USGS 1/6th topo quad name, if available.
Property Type: Choose the correct description of the site (i.e., federal, state, etc.).  If option is not in the drop down list, feel free to add it.  

Lat/Long: The format of these fields was left open to allow researchers to enter in the specific data type used.  
Datum:  Datum used for Lat/long provided (e.g., WGS84, NAD83, UTM Zone 16).  Most common options are provided in the drop down list.  

Habitat:  Describe the overall habitat around the net sites.  The objective of this field is to provide a very BROAD description of the area.  Some examples are provided in the drop down list.  If one of the options in the drop down list does not fit the habitat sampled, simply type the habitat type into the field.  Please avoid the temptation to be very specific with this field.  

Additional Information:  Any information on the site characteristics can be provided in the field.

Notes:  Enter any notes on the site in this field.  

ENTER VISIT DATA

Site Name: Choose site name from the drop down box.  If the site isn’t listed, go back to site data form and enter it.  Every site previously entered into the Site Data form will appear in the drop down box.

Date: Use mm/dd/yyyy format.
Researcher:  Name of individual conducting survey.  All people entered in the CONTACT DATA table are listed in the drop down list.  If a researcher is not listed, close this table and enter in the CONTACT DATA table.   
Original Source ID:  Default for this field is the same as the researcher above.  If entering data from another researcher, simply select the original researcher from the drop down list.  If original source is not listed, close this table and enter in the researcher in the ORIGINAL SOURCE ID table

Technique Description: Select method used (e.g., mist-net, harp trap).

Net Start/End Time: Use military time to indicate start and end time.
Start/End Temperature: Enter temperature (degrees Celsius) 

Total # of net sets:  The number of net sets or harp traps deployed (not the number of nets).

Total # of bats captured:  Enter sum.
Notes: Add any information not covered by another entry.

ENTER BAT DATA

Select the Site and Visit from the drop down list.  Once the site and visit information is entered in, simply record the bat data in the form below.  You do not need to enter the above data until you change sites.  

Species Code: Select the 4 letter code form the drop down list provided.  
Habitat Feature Collected Over: Broad description of the feature sampled in which the bat was captured (e.g., road rut, ponds, stream, etc.).  Select the option from the drop down list or enter it in.    
Time: Enter time of capture in military time.

Sex, Age, Reproductive Condition, and Standard Measurements:  Fill out sex, age, reproductive condition, weight, and forearm length using drop down lists or text boxes provided.

Left/Right Wing Band Type: Select metal or plastic from drop down list for each band.

Left/Right Wing Band Color: Type in color for any plastic colored bands used.
Left/Right Wing Band Text:  Text supplied on the band that is repeated with each band.  Examples include NYSDEC, VTDFW, and USFS- SRS

Left/Right Wing Band Number: Enter alpha-numeric band number for each band applied to appropriate wing.

Recapture: Check box if the bat is a recapture.

Other Data Collected: Check appropriate boxes for any other data collected.

Transmitter Frequency: enter in the frequency if a transmitter is used.  
Fur Sample, Blood, and Wing Punch: Simply check if a sample was taken.  

Pit Tag:  Enter the frequency of the PIT tag, if used.  

Photo Documentation:  Enter in the photo number(s) of the bat, if taken.

Other: Any other specific information on the bat.  

Notes:  Anything not already covered in the above fields.    
ENTER GROUP BAT DATA LOCATIONS

Location Name:  Name of the site.  Please be as specific as possible.
State/County/Quad: Self-Explanatory  

Lat/Long: The format of this field was left open to allow researchers to enter in the specific data type used.  
Datum:  Datum used for Lat/long provided (e.g.., WGS84, NAD83, UTM Zone 16).  

Structure type:  Description of the structure sampled.  Please select from the drop down box.  If the option is not listed in the box, simply type it in.    
ENTER GROUP BAT DATA
Location Name: Select the name of the structure sampled from the drop down list.  

Date:  Enter in the following format mm/dd/yyyy.

Observation Method:  Select the method from the drop down list. 
Researcher:  Select the individual conducting the research from the drop down list.  If researcher is not listed, close this table and enter in the researcher in the CONTACT DATA table.      

Notes: include anything in this field that was not recorded in another field.
Once the site and visit information is entered, simply record the bat data in the form below.  You do not need to enter the above data until you change sites.  

Species Code: Select the 4 letter code form the drop down list provided.
Total number observed:  Enter without commas.

If you have any questions on the use of the database, please contact one of the people below.  Once you have entered your data in for the year, save the file using your last name, bat database, and the year (i.e., Britzke Bat Database 2006).  Then send it to one of the people below for inclusion in the master database.    
CONTACT PEOPLE

Eric Britzke

USACE/ERDC
3909 Halls Ferry Road

Vicksburg, MS  39180-6199

864-634-3641

Ebritzke@comcast.net

Susan C. Loeb
Southern Research Station

Department of Forest Resources
Clemson University

Clemson, SC  289634

864-656-4865

Sloeb@clemson.edu

OR








